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NEWS
Greetings:
The months tell us summer has arrived, a time for relaxing traveling and enjoying the sun.

A few things to put on your summer schedule:
1. Sports Weekend District 4-Zone 4 – Parkbridge Estates Hall, Lethbridge, Ab. Information jestin@telusplanet.net.
June 1-3, 2018.
2. Heritage Camp (District No. 7) at Sleipner Country Club, Hatzic B.C. Information www.sofn7 August 8 – 12, 2018.
3. Trollhaugen Camp at Deer Valley Meadows, Alix, AB. District 4, Zone 4. Information www.trollhaugen.
4. Scholarship application must be submitted to the Sons of Norway Foundation in Canada by August 31, 2018.
Information and forms on the Foundation website, www.sonfic.ca.
5. Grant applications must be submitted to the Sons of Norway Foundation in Canada by August 31, 2018.
Information and forms available on the Foundation website, www.sonfic.ca.
In this Issue I would like to focus on the people whose names are linked to the Grants and a Bursary available to Sons
of Norway members, Tormod Rekdal, Jack Lysne, and Bjarne and Karel Thorshaug.

Thelma Lysne, Editor

Please note the Norwegian Culture separating the articles this issue is knitting.

STAMPS
A perfect opportunity for you to attend
the Foundation Annual General meeting in
Calgary and bring those stamps you have
been collecting for the past months.
You will have the opportunity to meet and
turn your stamps over to our
“STAMP MAN” RUSSEL WIIGS
Valhalla Lodge No. #4-341 Calgary, Ab.

SONS OF NORWAY
FOUNDATION IN CANADA
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 15, 2018
SCANDINAVIAN CENTER
739 – 20TH AVENUE NW
CALGARY, ALBERTA
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PRESENTATION
Jack and I were invited to Nordly’s
Lodge 7-20, Port Alberni, B.C. on December
13, 2017 to accept a cheque in the amount
of $500.00 for the Sons of Norway
Foundation in Canada.
We enjoyed a lovely dinner and a
visit with a few of the Lodge members.
Jack presented four (4) of their
members with 50 year Membership Pins.

Thelma Lysne, Editor,

WHERE ARE THEY NOW-KALLI LIRETTE
In the last issue of the Foundation News a Thank you letter written in
Norwegian from a Scholarship Recipient was featured. This has not been the only
Thank-you letter written in Norwegian.
Kalli Lirette sent a letter in 2013 after receiving a Bjarne and Karel Thorshaug
Bursary for Norwegian Studies at the University of Alberta.
There is only room for the Norwegian Letter.
Thelma Lysne, Editor

KALLI LIRETTE

2

Kalli graduated from the University of
Alberta in 2016 with a Bachelor in Secondary
Education, majoring in French as a Second
Language and minoring in Social Studies. Kalli also
added two years of Norwegian Language to her
studies.
She is working at Westmount Junior High
in Edmonton, teaching mainly French and Social
Studies to students in grades seven through nine.
Kalli coaches the schools’ junior basketball team
and teaches a variety of options courses. In this
program, she introduced several new classes,
including a Swedish Weaving course and a
“Norwegian for Travellers” option. Both have seen
high student enrollment numbers.
Kalli is an active member of the Sons of
Norway Solglyt Lodge No 143 in Edmonton Ab. She
has also been attending Trollhaugen Culture camp
since she was five years old. For the past six years
she has acted as an instructor, teaching Norwegian
language to both youth and adults, as well as
teaching Swedish Weaving and Klostersøm. Kalli
currently holds the position of Human Resources
Director for the organization.
In her free time, Kalli enjoys leading an
active lifestyle with gardening, walking outdoors
and Scandinavian dancing.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW – JESSIELYN BARSI
Information about Scholarship recipients is passed on to me in many ways and by
many people. I have been researching this information since July, 2017, it is still not complete
but the data I have indicates a talented young lady. Jessielyn received a scholarship in 2012
and 2013 from the Foundation in Canada with plans to attend Olds College, Olds, Alberta as
an Apparel Technology Costume Major.
The Glencoe Golf and Country Club in Calgary, Alberta approached the Fashion
Institute regarding a contest to design a Jacket to incorporate the Glencoe Tartan and a
selection of Glencoe colors into the jacket to recognize and showcase the service of Past
Presidents.
Jessielyn entered two jacket designs and won the First Prize of $1,500.00. She was
asked to incorporate the two jackets styles into one.
To this date the organizers have not made a decision on the final version of the Jacket.
I have not been able to obtain a picture of the jacket. Winning first prize in a contest is a
great achievement.
Thelma Lysne, Editor

SUMMER REMINDERS
SPORTS
WEEKEND

HERITAGE CAMP

TROLLHAUGEN
CAMP

• JUNE 1-3
• PARKBRIDGE ESTATES HALL
• LETHBRIDGE, ALBERTA

• AUGUST 8-12
• SLEIPNER COUNTRY CLUB,
HATZIC

• AUGUST 12-18
• DEER VALLEY MEADOWS
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CULTURAL GRANTS
TORMOD REKDAL GRANT

Tormod Rekdal with Prince Harald

A FEW NORWEGIAN CULTURE
OPTIONS

Tormod joined Sons of Norway when Sleipner NO. 8 PC (Vancouver,
B.C.) was formed in 1910. He served in numerous local Lodge and District
Offices In both District No. 2 and District No. 7. He also served a number of
years on the International Board of Directors.
Tormod was instrumental in starting the Charter flight to Norway
program which generated the start-up funds for our present day Canadian
Foundation.
Tormod was the First President of District No. 7 and also the First
President of Sons of Norway Foundation in Canada.
He served as a member of the Field Staff for many years and signed
up literally hundreds of members.
In recognition of his many years of faithful service (seventy years –
1910 to 1980) to Sons of Norway and the Foundation in Canada, donations
were solicited to start the Tormod Rekdal Cultural Grant for the study of
Norwegian culture.
To those of us who remember, Tormod “Mr. Sons of Norway” will
live on forever in the promotion of Norwegian culture.
Article by Jack Lysne

KNITTING

ROSEMALING

RELIEF
CARVING

CHIP
CARVING

HARDANGER

EMBROIDERY

LYSNE ROSEMALING GRANT
In May of 1959 Vera and I joined the Eidsvold No. 53PC Leikarring in
Victoria. We were captured by the Norwegian culture
The interest was further stimulated at an International Convention
(1976) when Vera was given the opportunity to take part in Rosemaling
classes in the morning. The die was cast. Vera took numerous courses in
Canada and the U.S.A. learning all she could about Rosemaling methods and
styles from the various areas in Norway.
Her enthusiasm encouraged others to pick up a brush and give it a
try. As a result classes were conducted in numerous areas in B.C. and
Alberta. One of her students became an instructor and passed the culture
on to others.
In 2007, in memory of Vera, who was suffering from Alzheimer, the
family gave a generous donation to establish a Rosemaling Grant to the
Foundation in Canada to assist any Canadian to carry on this tradition.
Article by Jack Lysne
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Vera Lysne conducting a Rosemaling workshop
at
Veslandet 07/98, Powell River, B.C. 1985

BURSARY
BJARNE AND KAREL THORSHAUG BURSARY
Bjarne was born in a small town near Trondheim,
Norway. It is believed Karel was born in Vancouver, B.C.
Bjarne spent several years working for Search and Rescue in
Nelson, B.C.
Bjarne and Karel moved to Victoria and
transferred from Nordic Lodge N. 76 in Castlegar, B.C. to
Eidsvold Lodge No. 53. They devoted several years dancing
with the Leikarring.
Karel served many years as a Marshall, a position she
loved. Bjarne held a variety of offices in the Lodge including
President.
Bjarne was elected to the District No. 7 Board of
Directors as a General Director (1982 – 1986). He took a break
and came back on the District No. 7 Board of Directors in the
position of President in 1994 until 1998.
Bjarne was instrumental in expanding the Harald
Jensen Library at Eidsvold No. 53. Karel and Bjarne’s love of
the outdoors inspired him to teach orienteering.
We can only assume his love of Norway and the
language prompted the Karel and Bjarne Thorshaug Bursary
for the study of Norwegian Language, History or Culture.

SCHOLARSHIP/BURSARY/CULTURAL CUT OFF DATE

AUGUST 31, 2018
POST SECONDARY SCHOLARSHIP
BJARNE AND KAREL THORSHAUG BURSARY
CULTURAL GRANTS
ALL FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE
SONS OF NORWAY FOUNDATION IN CANADA
WEBSITE
WWW.SONFIC.CA
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A BIT OF THE PAST
This picture was hidden in an old album, I thought you
might enjoy a glimpse into a Foundation in Canada board meeting
from 1984.
Seated from the left:
Ken Domier, Thelma Dorin, Jack Lysne, Evelyn Novik, Harald Revaa

Thelma Lysne, Editor
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This Issue of the Foundation News is my Swan Song.
When I came on the Foundation Board of Directors four (4) years
ago, it was with the intention that I wanted to do something to
bring the Foundation to the attention of all Sons of Norway
members. I had owned a retail store and found my best
advertising was via a Newsletter. I approached President Tore
Pettersen with my idea and he said to go ahead.
Sixteen Issues later my time has come to put my
contribution to the Foundation to rest.
In August of 2017 I was diagnosed with inoperable
Cancer. This was just a little bump in the road. It seemed to be
in the early stages and was quickly put on treatment which was
working and kept the tumor from growing, but another part of
my body did not accept this form of Chemo and reacted violently
so had to be hospitalized for three (3) weeks. Although I
recovered very quickly and am feeling good I feel I cannot
devoted another four years to publishing the Foundation News.
I will miss the communication I have had with many of
the Lodges and members. I hope you have enjoyed receiving the
Newsletter as much as I have enjoyed writing it.
I would like to extend a big TUSEN TAK to all the Lodges
and members who have been so generous in passing on
information and articles for the Foundation Newsletter.

SWAN SONG

The term “swan song” comes from an
ancient belief that a swan is silent for its
entire life until it sings one beautiful song
just before dying.

6

Thelma Lysne, Editor, Foundation News

